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MONTANA PBS TO REPEAT LOCAL HISTORY PROGRAM 
ON BUTTE’S COLUMBIA GARDENS
MISSOULA—
Montana PBS will highlight Butte’s historic Columbia Gardens in a television program 
called "Remembering the Columbia Gardens," scheduled to air at 5 p.m. this Sunday, March 
10.
Using historic photographs, rare home movies and firsthand accounts, the program 
recreates the history and myth of the amusement park built by copper king and former U.S. 
Sen. William A. Clark. Columbia Gardens operated from 1899 to 1973.
"Everyone who went to the Columbia Gardens has a certain specific memory," said 
Ray Ekness, who produced the hour-long program at The University of Montana Broadcast 
Media Center. He also is a faculty member of UM’s Department of Radio-Television at the 
School of Journalism.
"Hopefully the images and the sounds will conjure up that one special memory for 
everyone who sees the program," Ekness said. The program is narrated by Jay Kohn of 
KTVQ-2 in Billings.
Columbia Gardens featured amusement rides such as the rollercoaster, carousel and 
giant bi-plane swings. There was also a big playground area that was home to the unique 
"cowboy swings." The arcade area featured a boardwalk with games of chance and food
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booths. Dances and proms were held at the Columbia Gardens pavilion, where the top bands 
of the day played to the packed crowds on the dance floor.
"The Columbia Gardens was an oasis of green grass, green trees and beautiful flowers - 
- a place for the citizens of Butte to get away from everyday life," Ekness said. "I hope we 
have captured the passion and love people feel for the gardens in our program."
The Columbia Gardens were closed in September 1973 by the Anaconda Conrad 
Company, which wanted to mine the area, and a subsequent boardwalk fire in November 1973 
foiled efforts to relocate them. Clark’s Park in Butte is home to much of the original Garden’s 
equipment.
"Remembering the Columbia Gardens" was first broadcast on Montana PBS in 
November 1999. For more information, contact Ekness at (406) 243-4154.
Montana PBS comprises KUFM-TV in Missoula and KUSM-TV in Bozeman and is a 
service of UM and Montana State University-Bozeman.
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